
Gehlen Catholic 

School strives to 

promote an 

openness to God, 

to provide a 

quality education 

and to instill 

Catholic values 

in a caring,  

challenging and 

prayerful  

environment. 

 
“Come and 

follow…” 
Matthew 4:18-22 

 

Gospel Value 2017-2018 

Come and follow... The Word 

       

Gehlen 
Catholic School 

 

FAITH, VALUES, SERVICE & ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

In Partnership with Spalding Catholic School 

Christmas vacation begins on Friday, De-
cember 22 with a one hour early out dis-
missal. Buses will run. Students will return 

to classes on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Christmas Vacation 

“In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was 

God.” 

Stay awake. Be ready. Be 

on watch. This is a common 

theme of Advent. As we 

continue to Come and follow 

Jesus, we are challenged to 

be on watch and to be 

ready to experience Jesus 

as The Word. Jesus is ‘The 

Word made flesh’ (John 

1:14). His coming was foretold by the proph-

ets for many years before He came to us in 

human form. Advent gives us time to reflect 

on this glorious mystery of God coming to 

dwell with us on Earth. 

We are also able to connect this mystery to 

another mystery that happens every week. 

Jesus comes to dwell with us each time that 

we experience the Mass. The Word becomes 

flesh right before our very eyes! Over the 

next few months we will focus on the Liturgy 

of the Word, the part of Mass where we hear 

The Word of God.  We will learn to prepare 

our hearts so that we will be 

awake and be ready for the 

Word of God to dwell in us and 

through us. 

 

We will have many opportuni-

ties to prepare our hearts to 

Come and follow the Word this 

month: 

 First Friday Adoration  

Friday Dec. 1  9:00 am - 3:00 

pm in the chapel at Gehlen 

 Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception Mass  Friday Dec. 8, 8:45 am 

at St. Joseph’s Church 

 Elementary Advent Prayer Services, Mon-

days in Advent 

 JH/HS Advent Prayer Services, Wednes-

days in Advent 

 Advent Reconciliation/Advent Gift Bags, 

Wednesday Dec. 13, 8:25 am-1:25 pm 

 Advent Send Off Service, Friday Dec. 22, 

1:00 pm, Marvin Langel Memorial Gym 

DECEMBER 2017 

Elementary Music Concert 
Gehlen Catholic Elementary students 

will be presenting their Christmas con-

cert on Thursday, December 14th at 7:00 

p.m. in Marvin Langel Memorial Gym.  

K-5 students will be singing many favor-

ite holiday songs.  Grade 6 will be perform-

ing a Christmas play called “A Very Special 

Night”. 

 



Bird Seed...from Mr.  Alesch 
 

Social Media Assembly 

On December 4 Aaron Baart will be presenting to grades 7 

through 12 at Gehlen Catholic.  He will present to parents 

that evening as well.  Aaron will share with our students 

and parents some of the dangers of social media.  Parents, 

please join us at 7:00 on December 4 in Richter Hall.  All 

parents are welcome. 

December 4, 2017 Assembly Schedule 

12:50-1:50 Grades 7-8 @ Richter Hall 

2:00-3:00 Grades 9-12 @ Richter Hall 

7:00-8:00 All Parents @ Richter Hall 

Aaron Baart lives a full, adventurous, and blessed life out of 

Sioux Center, IA where he serves as Dean of Chapel at 

Dordt College and his wife, Nicole works from home as an 

author (www.nicolebaart.com).  Aaron is the co-author 

of Vivid: Deepening Your Colors.  They have five rambunc-

tious, type-A children (not a wallflower in the bunch!) born 

in four different countries and a little dog named Charlie 

that Aaron doesn’t really like.  In 2007, Aaron and Nicole co

-founded a church-planting, child sponsorship, and commu-

nity development organization that works in Liberia, West 

Africa called, One Body One Hope 

(www.onebodyonehope.org). And, they are just starting on 

their first book together, My Neighbor as Myself which 

chronicles the lessons learned from friends on the other side 

of the world.  Aaron speaks regularly around the country on 

GEHLEN NEWSLETTER  

topics of adolescent sexuality, pornography, 

sexting, and current cultural pressures, 

providing student and parent workshops in 

nine different states in the past year. 

 

Once again it is a great day to be a Jay.  We have accom-

plished a lot in a quarter and a half.  Please remember to 

recognize our teachers, coaches, moderators, and students for 

their many achievements.   Our students and staff have ac-

complished great things spiritually, academically, athleti-

cally, and artistically.  Thank you for your continuous com-

mitment and support to Gehlen Catholic School!  Great 

things do happen here every day, and without hesitation I 

can say we do have a wonderful school!  Please continue to 

spread the word about Gehlen Catholic.  Tell people to visit 

us and see for themselves what takes place here. 

With the holiday season upon us, I pray that we pause to 

thank God and appreciate all that He has bestowed upon our 

families and Gehlen Catholic School.  I pray that you have a 

blessed holiday season.  Thank You! 

 

Jeff Alesch, 7-12 Principal 
 

GEHLEN CATHOLIC = FAITH, VALUES, SERVICE,  

ACADEMICS FOR EVERYONE 
 

Make it a Time for Giving! 
As the year comes to an end, now is the perfect time to “Give 
Thanks!” for the blessings bestowed upon your family and 
Gehlen Catholic School.   Here are a few tips to keep in mind 
as you make these months a time of giving.    
 
1.      Prayerfully reflect upon those non-profit organizations 
and causes which make your heart sing.   

2.      Although you may have made contributions during the 
year, be sure to make your all of your gifts before the year’s 
end.  Many organizations require year end contributions must 
be received and/or postmarked by December 31st. 

3.      Consult with your professional adviser about your year-
end tax needs and liability.  Include in your discussions the 
pros and cons of the following: 

a.      Contributions to the School Tuition Organization (in 

the Diocese of Sioux City, the STO is referred to as the 
Msgr. Lafferty Tuition Foundation); as well as 

b.      Which vehicles (cash, commodities, stocks, bonds, 
IRAs, etc.) for giving can provide the best tax benefits.  

4.      Keep all tax letters, receipts, and documents together so 
you can take the right deductions come tax time.  

The Development Office has free organizational binders to aid 
you in your discussion with your insurance agent and other 
professional advisors.   Call the school at 546-4181 and ask for 
Maggie Erdmann (ext. 249), Mary Klein (ext. 221), or Lisa Nie-
buhr (ext. 237).   
  
DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this discussion is intended to be of 

general nature only.  You should not act on this information without consulting a 
qualified professional to determine how it may apply to your unique business and 
personal situation. 

http://www.nicolebaart.com/
http://www.onebodyonehope.org/
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From the Nest…Elementary Happenings 
 Advent is upon us, a season of hope and waiting, longing 
and the beginning of another church year, a time for pa-
tience. As we continue our gospel focus on Matthew's Gos-
pel 4: 18-22 "Come and Follow," we will be especially at-
tuned to the Word during this Advent. May God's Word in-
struct us how to follow Him as we celebrate with elementary 
Advent prayer services each Monday morning of Advent in 
the school library. We will send all home for Christmas vaca-
tion with an all-school Advent Prayer Service on Friday, Dec. 
22nd. 
  The Advent season is often busy with concerts, family 
gatherings, preparations for Christmas caroling, Advent Gift 
Bag preparations and deliveries as well as other activities. 
May we take time to stop and read the Word and realize 
more fully God's gift of His Son Jesus and the salvation and 
eternal life Christ provided for each of us.  
   Thank you to all who so generously donated items to the 
Christian Needs Center collection and the Advent Gift Bags. 
Special thanks to students and staff for their collaborative 

efforts to brighten the lives of others during 
this season. 
 May these acts of giving carry His gift to all 
we encounter during this Advent season. May 
our works be an imitation of Him in all we say, 
do, think and pray as our faith grows and 

Just a reminder that as the real winter weather arrives, 

PreK-6 students are required to wear hats, gloves/

mittens and coats to school each day. Once snow ar-

rives, boots must be worn to school when there is 

snow on the ground and will be worn outside daily for 

recess warmth throughout the winter (snow or no 

snow). Once snow arrives, snow pants are to be worn 

or brought to school each day throughout winter. 

Snow pants will be worn outside for recess daily for 

warmth against winter temperature. These attire ex-

pectations will continue until a notice is sent from 

the school office ending the practice. This keeps stu-

dents warm, increases their safety and helps keep our car-

pets clean.  

Please label all items with the student’s name.  

TK-6th grade students will go outside for recess unless the 

temperature or wind chill is 0 degrees or colder.  

Brrr….bundle up! 

 

Winter Weather Attire 

THANK YOU to all who supported the 63rd Annual 

Gehlen Fine Arts Turkey Dinner on Sunday, October 29.  

1,294 meals were served!  We appreciate all who joined 

us for a meal, worked the event or donated items.  We 

couldn’t have done it without your help! 

 

Raffle prize donors and winners were:  Handmade nativ-

ity donated by Larry and Dorothy Ruhland  - Rick Roder, 

Afghan donated by Becky Bates - Katelyn Willett, 4 

boxes of bacon donated by Dean and Lorraine Murphy - 

Harold Schmit, Carli Bollin, Mark Nuebel, and Loi and Rita 

Kraft, Pappa Murphy Pizza baskets- Virginia Freking and 

Jake Walgenbach, Handmade cards donated by Karen 

Dreckman - Sharon Yockey and Sharon Dorr, Total Mo-

tors Oil Change - Doug and Rita Nemmers, Collective 

Goods recipe book and cupcake tin - Ingrid Ripley, Prairie 

Barn soap and lotion basket donated by Joe and Sandy 

Stegge - Elaine Mooney.  

Thank You! 

thrives through this most holy season.  May the celebration 
the Savior’s birth bring a sense of renewed love and peace 
to the world…and create a world of hope! May our work and 
play be a reflection of the treasure of our faith! 

       
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas to all!  
 

Lorie A. Nussbaum 

Prek-6 Principal 

A special thank you to this year's Turkey Dinner Chair & Co

-chair, Kelly Puhl & Sandy Stegge, for their extraordinary 

leadership & work!  

 

Thank you also to the Gehlen Catholic Fine Arts Boosters 

Officers - Leah Johnson, Jill Hansen, Jean Zenk & Jim 

Klein for all of their time, talents & treasures to ensure 

the Turkey Dinner's ongoing success.  Finally, thanks to our 

many media, parish & school staff for promoting the Tur-

key Dinner, our band & choir students & moderators for 

their performances & the community for your support!  

 

Thanks to you, Gehlen Catholic's art, band, choir, drama & 

speech students are able to continue the great legacy & 

tradition of excellence in the arts!  
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Spring Semester Online College Courses 
Spring semester online courses through Western Iowa Tech Com-

munity College begin on January 16.  Students who are interested 

in taking an online course should see Mrs. Hausmann for registra-

tion materials as soon as possible.  The registration deadline is 

December 21 by 11:00am.  Late applications cannot be accepted. 

I Have a Plan Iowa 
In December and January, students in grades 8-11 will be working 

with the career and academic planning program I Have a Plan Iowa.  

This is a powerful program with many great resources.  All students 

have an account which they can access at any time.  

 

Scholarships  

College scholarships are posted on Gehlen’s website on the 7-12 

Guidance Office page under the Academics tab.  Check it out! 

7-12 Guidance Office Notes 

Band News 
Advent/Christmas Ensemble 

Our Advent/Christmas Ensemble will be performing at the 

Plymouth County Fairgrounds along with Gehlen Choir 

students for the Festival of Trees on Dec. 9 @ 7:00pm.  We 

hope to help spread some Christmas Cheer! 

 

Pep Band 

Pep is starting to run here in December!  Please look at the 

December Band Events listed below for games we will be 

performing for.  Thanks! 

 

December Band Events 

Nov. 30 – Dec. 3:  Drake Honor Band (depart after 

   school Nov. 30), Concert – Dec. 2 

   at 5:00pm in the Performing 

   Arts Hall, Drake University.  

   Return Dec. 3. 

Dec. 6:    5-12 Band Advent/Christmas 

   Concert @ 7:00pm 

Dec. 8:    Pep Band @ 5:30pm 

Dec. 9:    Advent/Christmas Ensemble: 

   Festival of Trees at Plymouth 

   County Fairgrounds, 7:00pm 

Honor Bands 

Congratulations to the following students on being ac-

cepted into Drake Honor Band!  Jordan Larson – Clarinet, 

Anthony Vera - Flute, & Tyler Zenk – Trumpet.  Drake 

Honor Band is held Dec. 1 & 2, with concert in the Per-

forming Arts Hall at Drake University at 5pm on Sat. Dec. 

2. 

 

Concert Band 

We wish to invite you to attend our upcoming Advent / 

Christmas Concert, Wednesday, Dec. 6@ 7pm, in the 

Marvin Langel Memorial Gym (main gym).  The 5-12 

bands will be performing music of the holiday season. 

 

Holiday Meat Sale 

THANK YOU to everyone that purchased beef sticks or 

brats through the Holiday Meat Sale!  Your support of the 

fundraiser will go to help with the uniform fund, band 

operating budget, and student trip accounts for their up-

coming trip in 2018 to the Alamo Bowl in San Antonio.  

THANK YOU!! 

 

https://secure.ihaveaplaniowa.org/Welcome.aspx?nextpage=%2f
http://www.gehlencatholic.org/academics/7-12_guidance
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“Talk Around the Table” 

Midterms 
Midterm of the quarter is Friday, December 1st! Check student progress in grades 1-12 by using the  Infi-

nite Campus Portal. Thanks to all who continue to focus on faith and academics first! 

The Talk Around the Table has been added to the 
newsletter by the 7-12 Religion Department to help 
keep parents informed as to what your children are 
focusing on in our classes.  As we all gather as a 

faith community around the most important table at 
our weekend Masses, we gather as families together 
around our tables for meals.  Once you get your 
family together, you need something to talk about! 
All of our 7th-12th grade students are keeping a 
Mass journal, ask them about that and how it works. 
Mrs. Kellen and CLT are offering Faith Filled Fridays, 

ask your student what they plan to take advantage 
of! Fr. Matthew is now offering Friday morning Mass 
from 7:30-8:00, all 7-12 students are welcome to 
join us in the chapel here at Gehlen.  Why not ask 
your child what is going on in their religion class, 

here are a few conversation starters: 

 

7th Grade: The 7th graders have been focusing the 

early life of Jesus. Recently, they have been discuss-
ing the role that Jesus had while on Earth. One of 
their projects was to come up with a talk show 
where they had to interview Jesus about his time 
spent in the desert for 40 days and how Satan was 
tempting him. Ask your student about the early life 
of Jesus!   
 

8th Grade: The 8th graders are the planners for 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception Holy 
Day Mass on Friday 12/8.  Please check with 
your child to see if they have a role at Mass. 

 The 8th graders will be finishing up the unit on The 
Marks of the Church and beginning a study of the 

early church.  The students have a chapter test 
roughly every 5-6 regular length class periods and a 
unit test upon completion of every five chapters.  
The 8th graders will be working on their IHAPI an-
nual review the week of December 12th with Mrs. 
Hausmann and I.  We will be participating in the 

weekly Advent prayer services as well as the annual 
Advent send of service December 22nd. 
 

Freshmen:The freshmen have chosen their confir-
mation saints and presented their saints to the class 
with a powerpoint.  Ask to see your confirmand’s 
powerpoint.  During Advent, these students will be 

delving into the Mass with the contemporary Altara-

tion program. 
 

Sophomores: 
Congratulations to the sophomores who were re-
cently received the sacrament of Confirmation, may 
the Holy Spirit bless you abundantly. In December 

the students will all be participating in the weekly 

Advent Prayer services and the Advent Send Off 
service on December 22nd. 
Life in Christ:  Upon completion of the chapter 
studying how laws guide us we will begin a study 

of how we must use Jesus as a moral guide. Think-
ing about “what would Jesus do” is not just a 
catchy slogan! 
Who is Jesus Christ:   We will be working 
through the rest of the chapter on the historical 
life of Jesus and then moving on to explore what 
Jesus revealed to us about God the Father while 

he was on the earth. 
 

Juniors and Seniors: 
Mrs. Bretey: 
Church History:  The juniors taking Church His-

tory have explored the Crusades.  Ask them 

whether they think the crusades were just wars.  
They are currently studying the Protestant Refor-
mation and the Catholic response.  Ask about the 
issues that led to the Reformation.  They will also 
be learning how to defend their Catholic faith in an 
apologetics project.   
 

Mrs. Kellen: The seniors will be the Mass 
planners for our January 10th Mass. Be sure 
to ask your student what role they have.   
Responding to the Call of Jesus: We will con-
tinue our delving into the sacrament of marriage, 
how we prepare now, the sacrament itself, and the 

dedication it requires.  The unit is quite extensive, 

covering four chapters, be on the lookout for some 
upcoming assignments that involve interviews by 
the students.   
World Religions: The students are now studying 
Buddhism which will be followed by Taoism. In late 
December I will introduce the project students will 

complete for their final in this class.    
 

CLT: Christian Leadership Team is recovering from 
a very busy late October and early November.  Ask 
your students what projects they were assigned 
and how their hard work paid off! 
We had many Thank Yous and positive feedback 

on the Anointing Mass, Fall Service Day and the 
Veteran's Day Prayer Service. 
 

This month we are planning: 
 Advent Prayer Services 
 Advent Reconciliation 

 Advent Send Off Service 
 Christmas party for Life Skills Training Center 
 And various other projects 
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Choir Notes 
The Holiday season is upon us, which means we are in the 

full swing of Christmas Vespers Preparation! A couple re-

minders for 7-12 Choir students: 

-Please watch your mail for information regarding Christmas 

Vespers refreshments! 

- Mandatory 7-12 Vespers Dress Rehearsal will be Mon-

day, December 11th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Joseph. I always 

have the hope that this won’t take much more than an hour, 

BUT it completely depends on everyone’s cooperation and 

behavior! This is for ALL choir students in grades 7-12! This 

is the only chance we have to practice walking through every-

thing, as well as rehearse our 7-12 song!! 

- Junior High: Your dress code for Christmas Vespers is a 

nice WHITE shirt and BLACK bottoms, with BLACK shoes. 

This is so you can match what my high school students have 

visible under their robes. There are no exceptions to this, so 

if you need to borrow clothes or shoes, please take care of 

that ahead of time!  If you have any questions, let me know. 

School polo’s are okay for the White Shirt. 

- CALL TIME for Christmas Vespers is 6:30 p.m. in the St. 

Joseph Family Room. The Hall will already be set up for our 

Refreshments following the concert, so we will not be meet-

ing there. Come dressed for the concert. A Note: Guests will 

already be arriving for good seats by then...please leave the 

good parking spots for them!! :) 

-Vespers begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

All are invited to enjoy the refreshments and socializing with 

the singers in the Church Fellowship Hall following the Ves-

pers service! The Free Will Donation will go towards our 

choir robe bag fund! 

 

In other news… 

Pastry Puffins Delivery and Pick-up of orders will be Mon-

day, December 11th after school--All orders MUST be 

picked up by the student (or another designated person) that 

day as they are frozen items!! The choir receives just under 

50 percent of the profit from this fundraiser, which will go 

towards personal 2018 New Orleans Trip Funds, or the 

Choir Robe Bag fund. 

 

Hope you all have a Blessed Advent! 

 

Terra Falkena 

Director of 7-12 Choirs, Religion 

tfalkena@gehlencatholic.org 



JClub Happenings... 

 
J-Jam  
Girls Basketball J-Jam—Saturday, Dec. 9th.   
Parents check online for work schedule. 
 
Food Bank Raffle – Dec. 12th   
Gehlen vs Hinton Basketball game 
Donate a food item for the Christian Needs  
Center and get 3 chances at $100, $50, & $25. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Ice Cream Days 2018 

Alumni Softball Tournament 

Alumni & friends are encouraged to dust off the old ball 

glove & bat, round up a co-ed softball team, & enjoy a fun 

day of slow pitch softball! 
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Diocesan Entities Welcome Gifts of Grain 
Adapted from The Catholic Globe By KATIE 

BORKOWSKI 

With harvest continuing and in some places coming to 

an end, farmers may be considering a grain donation 

to a diocesan entity – church, school or the Diocese of 

Sioux City in general. 

“Grain producers are fortunate to have the ability to 

use commodities as an alternative to cash and we en-

courage them to consider using this tax savings oppor-

tunity,” said Diane Donnelly, diocesan director of fi-

nance. 

How to donate 

She explained the first step for a farmer considering a 

grain donation is to consult their “tax preparer prior to 

initiating a grain donation.”   

“Next, the farmer should notify the diocesan entity of 

their desire to donate grain and inform the business 

office of the name and location of the elevator where 

the grain will be delivered,” she said.  “A grain trans-

fer form will be given to the farmer.”  

This form is to be completed by both the farmer and 

the grain elevator to document “the type of grain and 

the number of bushels,” said Donnelly. “This form will 

substantiate that a charitable donation of grain was 

made by the farmer and that the ownership of the 

grain was transferred from the farmer to the charity.”  

The grain, she added, will then be transferred to the 

grain account of the diocesan entity at the grain eleva-

tor. The completed grain transfer form should then be 

sent to the charity and the grain will be sold by the 

charity. 

Guidelines 

“It is imperative that the farmer can substantiate 

that he or she has transferred ownership of the 

grain to the charity,” said Donnelly. “Guidelines for 

charitable gifts of grain are available at the business 

offices of the diocese, the parishes and the 

schools. These guidelines more fully explain the han-

dling of donated grain.”  

She acknowledged there have been instances when 

grain was “delivered to the elevator and the farmer 

told the elevator to sell the grain and send a check to 

the parish or school.” 

“In these cases, the grain never changed ownership 

and does not qualify as a grain donation,” said Don-

nelly. “As always, we recommend that farmers con-

sult with their professional tax or legal advisors to 

determine tax implications prior to making a grain 

donation.” 

For many taxpayers, she said, a grain donation 

would “potentially lower the taxable farm income for 

the producer since the sale of the grain will not be 

reported as income.”  

“However, the costs of producing the grain are de-

ductible as business expenses on Form 1040, Sched-

ule F,” said Donnelly. “As a result, this could reduce 

the federal income tax, state income tax, and self-

employment tax. The farmer will not be eligible for a 

federal or state itemized deduction for a charitable 

donation, but many farmers use the standard deduc-

tion in lieu of itemizing their deductions.” 

For more information about donating grain to the 

Church and/or school, contact All Saints Parish or 

the Gehlen Catholic School Development Office. 

Think you still got what it takes to hit a homerun?  

We’ll also host a Homerun Derby! 

 

Concessions will be available & the KC’s will be sell-

ing refreshments. 

 

We’ll also have a free Hog Roast in the afternoon. 

Save the date, watch for more details, & plan to join in 

the J-Club’s 1st Annual Softball Tournament next 

summer! 

 
 
Go Jays! 

Shelly Sitzmann 
J-Club Secretary 



Parents and students, we need your help in assuring 
that everyone enjoys the basketball season.  Your efforts 
to follow good sportsmanship and BIRDS’ manners will 
make that a reality. Let’s be the best fans possible, dem-

onstrating to others that  we are proud to be the Jays! 

FANS SHOW RESPECT BY: 

• Standing still and singing the national anthem 

• Clapping for both teams as players are introduced 

• Following the cheers of the cheerleaders 

• Cheering positively or being silent during free throws 

• Following the guidelines for leaving the gym 

• Cleaning up after oneself in the cafeteria 

• Staying in one’s place during the game 

• Respecting the calls of the officials 

• Welcoming our visiting team and fans 

 

For the safety of players, referees and 
fans, all students are expected to SIT and 
WATCH the ball game from the bleachers. 

As in the past 4th graders and under are 

expected to sit with parents. Students will not be allowed 

to play inside or outside of the building, in the cafeteria, 

back gym, halls or lobby. For the enjoyment of all 

spectators, restroom or concession breaks are to be limited 

to quarter breaks and between games. 

 

Let’s win the sportsmanship award! ! 

Making Basketball Triumphant for All 

Order a yearbook anytime before Dec. 22 and receive a gift certificate to give to 

your loved one for Christmas.  Order online at yearbookforever.com or at the 

school office. 

Thanks for supporting Gehlen Catholic Journalism! 

Looking for the Perfect Gift? 
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                                                  $3 for 3 pointers! 
The staff of American Bank believes that being a community bank means being a good neighbor and strong supporter 

of our area schools. 

 

American Bank looks forward to again donating $3 for each 3 point basketball shot made at home varsity girls and 

boys games for the 3rd year.  We’ve enjoyed it so much, we will now be donating for BOTH Home and Away Games! 

 

“Achieving Success Together” means much more to us than just a tag line, it’s truly our mission statement.  In the past 

two seasons, American Bank has donated $3,936 to our area schools through this exciting program. 



Christmas is a time of giving & receiving of gifts. 

For the 8th consecutive year in a row, the family of the 
late Tim Dreckman (’73) is helping families with the gift 
of Catholic education by offsetting the parental invest-
ments (tuition) of 4 families this December in apprecia-
tion for their gifts of time & talents to Gehlen Catholic 
School.   

Tim, who was called home by God unexpectedly at the 
young age of 52 on February 26, 2007, was a product 

of Catholic education.   

Tim & Barb (Kellen, ’74) Dreckman’s parents, as well as 
Tim & Barb, were faith-filled servants active in the 

Catholic Church, community & school.  Like their par-
ents, Tim & Barb sacrificed to provide their children the 
gift of Catholic education by being good stewards. 

To ensure Tim’s legacy lived on, Barb & their children 
established the Tim Dreckman Memorial Fund in 2009.   

The Tim Dreckman Memorial Fund encompasses several 
areas.   

 Each August, every new family who enrolls their 

child(ren) at Gehlen Catholic receive some of 
the needed school supplies to get started as 
way of ensuring “All Are Welcome”; 

 New students also receive a gift certificate to 
the Bird House to help with the purchase of a 

dress code shirt; &  

 Each Christmas season, families are surprised 
with full or partial payment towards their De-
cember tuition payment. 

To be eligible for the financial assistance, families must 
meet the following criteria, Barb explained: 

 2 or more children enrolled at Gehlen 
Catholic, with at least 1 child in elementary; 

 Have a child receiving services from 1 or 
more of the following including Title I Reading; 
Success Center; ESL; tutoring; before & after 
school help; Occupational, Speech, &/or Physi-

cal Therapy; Counseling; Physician diagnosis; 
medication management; etc. due to 1 or more 
learning difficulties, including but not limited to 

visual, auditory, or other related impairments; 
&/or  

 Major life changing event; & 

 Every parent who is applying must volun-
teer a minimum of 5 hours/year (married 
couples must volunteer a minimum of 10 hours/
year) in the school, Church, &/or community. 

In October, families submitted an application.  To pro-

tect the applicant’s ano-
nymity, each family was 
assigned a number by the 
Development Office.  The 

recipients were selected by 
the Tim Dreckman Memo-
rial Fund.  The Develop-
ment staff notified families, on behalf of the fund, 
after Thanksgiving with their early “Christmas 
present.”   

This year alone, the Tim Dreckman Memorial 

Fund assisted 50 new students with school sup-
plies & dress code items from the Bird House, 

plus 10 students from 4 families with their De-
cember tuition payment.  Each student received 
$200 on average towards their tuition. 

As Barb & her children look at the impact of their 
husband’s & father’s fund, to date, they were 
overwhelmed.  The Tim Dreckman Memorial Fund 
has: 

 Assisted at least 250 students with school 
supplies & gift certificates to the Bird 
House; 

 Invested $3,000 in equipment for the 2nd 
preschool classroom; 

 Awarded $18,922.84 to 123 of the 216 
students whose families applied for the 
financial assistance;  

 For a grand total of $26,851.13.   

Barb & their family are excited by the dedication 
of the Gehlen Catholic family.  Barb said, “Today’s 
parents are much like our parents, as well as Tim 
& I.  They want to give their children a good basis 
in life & to serve others.  We all know life isn’t 
perfect.  We are all worried about helping one 
another & yet we refuse to ask for help during our 

own challenging times.  The Tim Dreckman Me-
morial Fund is blessed to assist these selfless 
anonymous families, who are facing difficulties, 
by offsetting their tuition this Christmas season.”   

Barb & the Dreckman children concluded, “We 
thank everyone for their donations throughout 
the years to the Tim Dreckman Memorial Fund in 
helping to assist families with their struggles.”   

Individuals & businesses can make a simple tax-
deductible gift of $20 or more for school supplies 
&/or tuition assistance to help families in upcom-
ing school years & Christmas seasons.  Donations 

should be sent to the Tim Dreckman Memorial 
Fund % Gehlen Catholic School.   

Christmas Arrives Early for 

10 Gehlen Catholic Students 

GEHLEN NEWSLETTER  







DECEMBER, 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
-First Friday Adora-
tion in Chapel 
-Drake Honor Band 
-Midterm 
-BB VG/VB vs. 
MMCRU 6 p.m. 

2 
-Drake Honor 
Band 
-Confirmation 
Practice and Rec-
onciliation 10 a.m. 
-BB C G/B @ Hin-
ton 9 a.m. 
-BB JH 7th Gr. 
Boys vs. Hinton 10 
a.m. 
-BB JH 8th Gr. 
Boys @ Hinton 10 
a.m. 
-VB Banquet 7 
p.m. 
-Lighted Christmas 
Parade 

3 
-Confirmation—All 
Saints Parish 2 p.m. 

4 
-No Preschool—
Professional Devel-
opment Day 
-Leadership Team 
Mtg. 3:30 p.m. 
-BB JH 7th Gr. Boys 
vs. HMS @ Sanborn 
4:15 p.m. 
-BB JH 8th Gr. Boys 
vs. HMS 4:15 p.m. 
-Adult ELL Class 5 
p.m. 

5 
-BB VG/VB @ Unity 
Christian 6 p.m. 

6 
-Clover Kids 3:30 
p.m. 
-Advent Band Con-
cert 7 p.m. 
 
 

7 
-Jaybird Savings 
Bank 8 a.m. 
 

8 
-Feast of the Im-
maculate Concep-
tion Mass @ St. 
Joseph’s 8:45 a.m. 
-BB VG/VB vs. Clay 
Central Everly 6 p.m. 

9 
-ACT Exam 
 

10 
 

11 
-BB JH 7th Gr. Boys 
@ Hinton 4 p.m. 
-BB JH 8th Gr. Boys 
vs Hinton 4 p.m. 
-BB JVG/JVB vs. 
MMCRU 6 p.m. 
-Adult ELL Class 5 
p.m. 
 

12 
-Honor Society Meet-
ing 3 p.m. 
-BB JVG/VG/VB vs. 
Hinton 4:30 p.m. 
 

13 
-2 Hour Early Out; 
busses will run 
-Advent Reconcilia-
tion/Advent Gift 
Bags 
-Christmas Vespers 
7 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Church 
 

14 
-Jaybird Savings 
Bank 8 a.m. 
-School Board Sub 
Committee Mtgs 5 
p.m. 
-School Board Mtg 
6 p.m. 
-Elementary Christ-
mas Concert 7 p.m. 

15 
-TK Christmas Play 
2:15 p.m. 
-Honor Society Ugly 
Christmas 
Sweater/Jean Day 
for Grades 7-12 
-BB JH Boys @ 
Akron-Westfield (Gr. 
7-8) 4 p.m. 
-BB VG/VB @ 
MMCRU 6 p.m. 
 

16 
 

17 
-Packing Day for MH 
Dental Trip 1 p.m. 
 

18 
-Elementary Leader-
ship Team Mtg 3:30 
p.m. 
-BB CG/JVG @ 
Unity Christian 6 
p.m. 
BB CB/JVB vs. Unity 
Christian 6 p.m. 
-Adult ELL Class 5 
p.m. 

19 
-BB CB/VG/VB @ 
West Sioux 4:30 p.m. 

20 
-No Practice 

21 
-Jaybird Savings 
Bank 8 a.m. 
-No Practice 

22 
-1 hour Early Out 
-Kindergarten Nativ-
ity Plays 9:30 a.m. &  
-Advent Send Off 1 
p.m. 
-No Practice 

23 
-Christmas Break 
-No Practice 
 

24 
-Christmas Break 
-No Practice 

25 
-Christmas Break 
-No Practice 
 

26 
-Christmas Break 
-No Practice 

27 
-Christmas Break 

28 
-Christmas Break 

29 
-Christmas Break 

30 
-Christmas Break 

NO 

SCHOOL 

Dec. 23-

Jan. 2, 2017 



2017-18 Breakfast Menu   

DECEMBER 2017 Lunch Menu 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

    1 
BBQ Pork 
Coleslaw 

Cooked Carrots 
Fruit/Milk 

4 
Burritos/Cheese Sauce 

Corn Fiesta 
Tortilla Chips & Salsa 

Fruit/Milk 

5 
Orange Chicken 

Brown Rice 
Oriental Veggies 

Fruit/Milk 

6 
Breaded Pork Patty/Bun 

Rice Pilaf 
Green Beans 

Fruit/Milk 

7 
Meatball Sub 
Lettuce Salad 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit/Milk 

8 
Popcorn Chicken 

Corn 
Animal Crackers 

Fruit Cup/Milk 

11 
Creamed Chicken & Biscuit 

Mixed Veggies 
Apples/Milk 

12 
Pre-3 Cheese Nachos 

4-12 Crispitos 
Refried Beans 

Fruit/Milk 

13 
Ham Sandwich 
Baked Chips 

Carrots 
Cookie 

Fruit/Milk 

14 
Chicken Nuggets 

Mashed Potatoes/Gravy 
Corn 

Fruit/Milk 

15 
Mac & Cheese 

Garlic Breadstick 
Spinich Salad 

Fruit/Milk 
 

18 
Pre-4 Cheese Pizza 

5-12 Pepperoni Pizza 
Breadstick 

Peas 
Fruit/Milk 

19 
Chicken Alfredo 

Breadstick 
Celery & Sunbutter 

Fruit/Milk 

20 
Breaded Chicken Patty/Bun 

Broccoli & Cheese 
Apple/Milk 

21 
Hamburger/Bun/Cheese 

Chips 
Cooked Carrots 

Fruit/Milk 

22 
Beef & Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Roll 
Fruit/Milk 

 

25 26 
No School 

27 
No School 

28 
No School 

29 
No School 

Salad Bar Option open to all students everyday.   

2nd entrée choice—Sub Sandwich 
also available ala carte 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

WG Toast 
WG Cereal 
Fresh Fruit 

Orange Juice 
Yogurt Cup 
Milk Choice 

Mini Muffins 
WG Cereal 
Fresh Fruit 

Orange Juice 
Yogurt Cup 
Milk Choice 

Bagel 
WG Cereal 
Fresh Fruit 

Orange Juice 
Yogurt Cup 
Milk Choice 

Egg Omelet 
WG Cereal 
Fresh Fruit 

Orange Juice 
Yogurt Cup 
Milk Choice 

French Toast Sticks 
WG Cereal 
Fresh Fruit 

Orange Juice 
Yogurt Cup 
Milk Choice 

 
 

Menu Breakfast $2.00 
Items Available Ala Carte: 

 WG Cereal Choice .75 
Main Dish  .75 
Fresh Fruit .45 

Milk/Orange Juice .45 
Yogurt  .75 

 
Milk Choice Includes: 

Non-fat milk 
1% Milk 

Non-fat chocolate milk 

Lunch 
Regular  Entrée    $2.70 
Sub Meal              $2.70 
Salad Bar Meal     $2.95 
Main Entrée +  
   Salad Bar           $4.20 
Main Entrée +  
   Sub                    $4.20 
Salad Bar + Sub   $4.20 
Sub Sandwich (Full)  $1.25 
Sub Sandwich (1/2)   $.75 
Extra Entrée         $1.25 
Extra Milk              $. 45 

  

Important Notice... 

Due to severe peanut allergies of several students, all students/staff are prohibited from bringing to school any peanuts, peanut butter or 
items prepared in a factory where peanuts may be used.  Please check labels and avoid sending/bringing to school any items which are 
labeled as “contains peanuts or is prepared in factory where peanuts may be processed.”  Your cooperation assures the safety of students. 

Gehlen Catholic makes the 
best effort possible to moni-
tor foods in keeping with as 
peanut-free an environment 

as it can during school 

hours.   


